Federal Privacy Laws

Health Information Privacy

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) - 45 CER Parts
160 and 164, Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information and
Security Standards for the Protection of Electronic Protected Health Information.

HIPAA includes provisions designed to save money for health care businesses by
encouraging electronic transactions and also regulations to protect the security and
confidentiality of patient information. The privacy rule took effect on April 14, 2001,
with most covered entities (health plans, health care clearinghouse and health care
providers who conduct certain financial and administrative transactions electronically)
having until April 2003 to comply. The security rule took effect on April 21, 2003. For
more information, see the Web site of the federal Office of Civil Rights
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/.




